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Agri Minister at
BRICS conference:
Farmer
empowerment
vital for global
food security

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Bhopal, 12 June

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
asserted on Friday that
ensuring the welfare and
empowerment of small farmers
was central to strengthening
global food security and
sustainable agricultural growth.
Addressing the Agriculture
Ministers of BRICS nations
at a two-day conference in
Indore, Madhya Pradesh,
Chouhannoted that the event
serves as animportant platform
for collectively addressing
challenges faced by small and
marginal farmers across the
world, particularly those arising
from climate change, pressure
on natural resources, rising
input costs and uncertainties
in agricultural markets. If small
and marginal farmers become
economically strong and
technologically capable, he
said, the world’s food security
structure will also become
stronger and more resilient.
During the inaugural session,
Chouhan presented India’s
agricultural achievements,
cultural values and commitment
to global cooperation. He
highlighted India’s focus on
strengthening international
agricultural partnerships under
the leadership of PM Modi
and stressed the spirit of
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’.
Addressingtherepresentatives
from BRICS nations, Chouhan
referred toIndias long-standing
tradition of ‘Atithi Devo Bhava’
and extended awarm welcome
to all delegates. He said India
has consistently supported
the principles of global unity,
peace and cooperation and
reiterated thatunder PM Modi's
leadership, the countrysapproach
is based on “peace, not war;
coordination, not conflict”.

INDIA

Fadnavis: Cong a sinking ship,

Oppn merger will benefit BJP

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Mumbai, 12 June

aharashtra Chief

Minister

Devendra

Fadnavis on
Friday dismissed speculation
over a possible merger of
opposition parties with the
Congress, saying any such
move would ultimately benefit
the BJP.

Addressinga press conference
tomark 12 years of the Narendra
Modi government, Fadnavis
launched a sharp attack on
the opposition, ridiculing its
leadership and claiming that
any consolidation of parties
would create more political
space for the BJP.

Commenting on the merger
talks, Fadnavis said: “Regarding
the merger talks, all T can say
is Begani shaadi mein Abdullah
diwana’ (getting excited over
someone else’s business).”

Taking aswipe at Shiv Sena
(UBT) MP Sanjay Raut, he

added: “A person whobelongs
neither to the Congress nor
to the NCP is initiating these
discussions, and everyone
starts debating it.”

The Chief Minister questioned
whether regional parties would
align themselves with what
he described as a declining
Congress.

“Theleaders of these regional
parties are smart. They will
not step onto a sinking boat.
Congress is a sinking ship,
and I do not believe they will
climb aboard,” he said.

However, Fadnavis
maintained that even if such

mergers materialise, they
would work in the BJP’s favour.

“In politics, one should not
exaggerate, butlet metell you
~ if they do merge, it is our
gain, not our loss. It opens up
massive political space for us.
The more the opposition
retreats and dissolves its
individual identities, the more
additional space becomes
available to the BJP. We are
simply in a ‘wait and watch’
mode,” he said.

His remarks come amid
growing speculation over the
possible merger of some
regional parties with the

Congress. Sanjay Raut has
publicly urged opposition
parties to merge with the
Congress to present a united
front.

As the NCP (SP) marked
its 27th foundation day; political
circles in Maharashtra were
abuzz with speculation over
a possible merger with the
Congress.

Thedebate intensified after
calls for secular parties to
unite, prompting a series of
conflicting statements and
reactions from leaders of the
Congress, NCP (SP), Shiv Sena
(UBT) and the BJP.

Senior Congress leader and
MLA Nana Patole further
fuelled the discussion by
claiming that amerger proposal
had earlier been initiated by
a senior NCP (SP) leader.

“A proposal to merge the
NCP with the Congress was
submitted by Sharad Pawar
earlier,butit was delayed due
tocertainreasons,” Patole told
the media.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 12 June

Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha and Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Friday accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of remaining
silent over the deaths of three
Indian nationals in recent
US strikes on commercial
vesselsininternational waters,
alleging that the government
had failed to stand up for
Indian citizens killed abroad.

In a strongly worded post
on social media platform X,
Gandhi claimed that three
Indians had lost their lives
in three separate American
attacks on ships over the
past three days and questioned
why the Prime Minister had
not publicly reacted to the
incidents.

“Three Indians have died
in three American attacks
on ships in international
waters in three days. And
our compromised PM? Not
asingle word,” Gandhi wrote.

The Congress leader said

it was the responsibility of

Rameshaccuses Shah of targeting Oppositionin pursuit of two-thirds majority

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 12 June

Congressleader Jairam Ramesh
on Friday accused Union Home
Minister Amit Shah of
attempting to secure a
two-thirds majority for the
BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) in the Lok
Sabha by all means ahead of
the forthcoming Monsoon
Session of Parliament, alleging
that the ruling establishment
was seeking to weaken
Opposition parties to achieve
its political objectives.

In a strongly-worded post
on social media platform X,
Ramesh claimed that the BJP
strongman was engineering

the numbers required for
constitutional changes after
sufferinga major parliamentary
setback earlier this year. Referring
to Shah as a “self-styled
Chanakya,” the Congress leader
said the Home Minister was
“humiliated” on17 April 2026,
when the NDA failed to secure
the two-thirds majority consti-
tutionally mandated topassa
Constitution Amendment Bill
linked to delimitation.
According to Ramesh, the
proposed legislation was
defeated by a convincing margin
in the Lok Sabha, marking a
significant victory for the
Opposition. He alleged that
the setback prompted fresh
attempts by the ruling camp

to expand its strength in
Parliament before the next
session.

“Never before has anybody
tried to engineer a two-third
majority for his party in the
Lok Sabhaas the Union Home
Minister is desperately doing
these days in the run-up to
the Monsoon Session of
Parliament,” Ramesh said.

The Congress general secretary
in charge of communications
further accused Shah of
encouraging defections and
political realignments to
compensate for the NDA's
inability to push through the
constitutional amendment.
“Stung by that resounding
defeat, heis now busy breaking

Opposition parties and making
a complete mockery of
democracy,” he alleged.

Striking a defiant tone, the
Congress leader asserted that
Opposition parties would
continue to resist what he
described as attempts to
undermine democratic
institutions and parliamentary
norms.

“The fight is on. His evil
designs must not and will not
succeed,” he said.

Ramesh’s remarks came
amid escalating political tensions
ahead of the Monsoon Session,
with Opposition parties repeatedly
accusing the BJP of using
defections and political
manoeuvring to consolidate

its parliamentary position.
The BJP has consistently
that leaders join the party
voluntarily because of its
governancerecordandideological
appeal.

The Congress party andits
allies have also expressed
concemsover delimitation-related
proposals, arguing that any
moveaffecting parliamentary
representation should emerge
frombroad national consensus
and respect thefederal balance.

CabinetSecyreviews NEET re-examination preparedness with DG,NTA

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 12 June

Cabinet Secretary T. V.
SomanathanonFriday reviewed
preparations forthe NEET-UG
2026re-examination scheduled
for 21 June with NTA Director
General Pradeep Singh Kharola
and stressed on the need for a
smooth, transparent and secure
conduct of the examination
through close coordination
among all stakeholders.

“The Central Government,
State Governments and District
administration are working
together in close coordination
to ensure smooth conduct of
the NEET re-examination. The
full might and weight of the
lawwill fallonany persontrying
inany mannertodistort,disrupt
or tamper with the integrity or
smooth conduct of the
re-examination,” he said.

Officials said the Cabinet
Secretary had earlier reviewed

THEAGENCY SAID THE CHANGE
WAS INTRODUCED FOLLOWING
FEEDBACK FROM CANDIDATES
AND WOULD BEIMPLEMENTED
INBOTH ENGLISHAND
REGIONAL-

LANGUAGE QUESTION PAPERS.

arrangements with secretaries
of the Central government and
relevantagenciesonJuneland
subsequently held a meeting
with chief secretaries of states
onJune4toassesspreparedness
and progress.

The review meetings were
aimed at strengthening
coordination among agencies,
enhancing preparedness and
safeguarding the integrity and
credibility of the NEET
re-examination process.

Meanwhile, the National
Testing Agency (NTA) on Friday
announced a series of changes
to the National

Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET-UG) aimed atimproving
candidates exam-day experience
while maintaining security and
fairness standards.

The measures come amid
heightened scrutiny of theagency
following alleged security lapses
and a reported paper leak that
led to the cancellation of the
originally scheduled 3 May
examination.

In a public notice issued on
12June, theNTA said thechanges
were intended to make the
examination process “fair, secure
and responsive to the needs of
candidates”.

Among the key changes is a
revision in the examination
duration. The test will now be
conducted from 2 p.m. to 515
p.m. giving candidates a total
of 195 minutes. According to
the agency, the additional 15
minutesaccountsformandatory
pre-examination formalities
suchasattendance verification

and invigilation procedures,
ensuring that students do not
lose writing time due to
administrative requirements.

The NTA has also doubled
the space available for rough
work in the question paper
booklet. Candidates will now
receive four rough-work pages
instead of two, providing additional
roomfor calculations,diagrams
andnotesduringtheexamination.

The layout of the question
paper booklet has also been
modified. Earlier, rough-work
pages were placed only at the
end of the booklet. Under the
revised format, tworough-work
pageswillbeprovided immediately
aftertheinstruction page, while
the remaining two pages will
continue to appear at the end.

The agency said the change
wasintroduced following feedback
from candidates and would be
implemented in both English
andregionallanguage question
papers.

Education Ministryunveils startup, research
compendiums ahead of BharatInnovates2026

UNITED NEWS OFINDIA
New Delhi, 12 June

Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Friday released two strategic
documents profiling
startups and research
projects from higher
education institutions,
ahead of the Bharat
Innovates 2026 event
scheduled to be held in Nice,
France, from 14 to 16 June.

The documents include
the ‘Bharat Innovates
Startup Compendium,
featuring 120 startups
selected from across the
country, and a research
compendium showcasing
nearly 50 projects from
institutions such as IITs, the
Indian Institute of Science
(I1Sc) and other higher
education and research
centres.

Speaking at the launch,
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Pradhan said the initiative
aligns with the objectives of
the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, which
seeks to transform India
from a consumer of
knowledge into a creator of
knowledge and innovation.

“One of the core objectives
of NEP 2020 is to transform
India from a system of
knowledge consumption to
a system of knowledge

creation and innovation,”
Pradhan said, adding that
many of the startups
featured in the documents
have emerged from India's
premier institutions,
incubators and research
ecosystems.

The minister said Bharat
Innovates is expected to
bring together more than
100 global investors and
institutions and has already

generated investor interest,
including nearly $20 million
in near-closure and finalised
commitments. He added
that roadshows have been
organised in Paris, Tokyo
and Bengaluru to connect
Indian startups with
international investors.
According to the
Education Ministry, the
initiative will showcase 120
deep-tech startups selected
from more than 3,000
ventures. The participating
companies collectively hold
over 1,500 patents and have
raised more than $1.5 billion
in funding. The cohort
includes listed firms such as
ideaForge and Ather Energy.
Principal Scientific
Adviser to the Government
of India, Ajay Kumar Sood,
said academic and research
institutions have a critical
role in strengthening India’s
deep-tech ecosystem.

AFFIDAVIT

I, Bikash Agrawal, age
about 47 years, 5/0. Ramni-
bash Agrawal, resident of
NH 6, Ganapati Builder,
PS.: Bargarh Town, PO. /
Dist.: Bargarh, Pin-768028,
Odisha, declared by this Af-
fidavit No.: 1986, Dated 12-
06-2026 that now onwards
| shall be known as Bikash
Kumar Agrawal for all fu-
ture purposes,

Bhubaneswar
Saturday, 13 June 2026
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Rahul Gandhiquestions PM’ssilence
ondeathsofIndiansailorsin US strikes

the Prime Minister to speak
out whenever an Indian citizen
was killed by a foreign power,
accusing Modi of failing todo
so in the present case.
“When aforeign power kills
an Indian, the Prime Minister
must speak. But he does not
have the courage toutter even
a single word,” Gandhi said.
Targeting Modi ahead of
his scheduled participation
in the upcoming G7 Summit,

Gandhi alleged that the Prime
Minister would continue
engaging with world leaders
while ignoring the concerns
arising from the deaths of
Indian seafarers.

“Next week at the G7, just
days after our sailors were
killed, Modi ji will smile,
embrace leaders and make
deals. But he will not have a
single word for those three
Indians,” he said.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

it s hereby informed 1o the general public that cenain onginal properly documeants
deposded with our branch by the borrower‘customer as secunty Tor credit facilites
have been damaped/desiroyed due lo an accidental fiee ncident that occurred in

i branch premesas dated 22 06 2025

Tha details of the property as follows:

1) Name of Customer: Susama Sahoo, Property Address: Khata No - 77/604
Plal Mo 85611582 Mouza: Lathikala, Tehasit/PS: Lalhikata, Disl = Sundargarh,
Cidisha, PIN-770037, Document Details: Criginal Tile Deed’Sale Deed bearing
Mo 11711301303 Dated 02 07 2013 and other relabed propery docurments

2) Name of Customer; Namila Rana, Properly Address: Khata Mo, 118183
Plol No.. 7412500, Mouza: Balani, TahasilPS. Lathkata, Dist | Sundargarh, Odisha
770037, Document Detalls; Original Tithe Deed/Sale Deed bearing No

11712200282, Dated 21.00 2022 and other relabed propery documents
[Cespite diligent eforts, the aloresald documents could nol be rdriived ae By
i damaged In he accident. Ary person hawing any cim, oblaction, len, chiamgs,
margage or Inberes] in respeal of e above mentioned properies ane riguestad 1o
submit the: same along with supparting documants to the undersigned within 15
days from the dale of publication of thes notice
sy chairm & recaivad within ha shipulated pencd, 1hin Bank shsll proceisd wih the
issuance of necessary cerfilicales/confirmations regarding loss of documents and
Lk furfhier action &8 deemed Approprale

For and on behall of State Bank of India

AUPo: Lathikata, Dist.: Sundargarh, Odisha, PIN-TT0037

Lathikata Branch

LOCKER NOTICE

Zonal Office, Indian Bank Building,
B-2 (East), Saheed Nagar,
Bhubaneswar-751007

AFFIDAVIT 3,

I, Mrutyungay Mishra, Slo
Manamohan Mishra Resident
M.C-177, Mausima Tempie,
Madhuban, PS- Paradip, Dist-
Jagatsinghapur, Odisha, Pin
Code- 754142 Declare by this
Affidavit No- 27570, Date-
12/06/2026, That now Onwards
| shall be known as
Mrutyunjaya Mishra for all
Future Purposes

This is to inform all concerned that the Locker Holders of our Indian Bank, Dolamandap Sahi, Puri Branch
(5076), Saheed Nagar Bhubaneswar (1724) and Atharbanki Branch (2123) (Details listed below) have
failed to deposit their prescribed locker rent even after multiple due notice served to them. As per terms
and conditions agreed by the locker holder, Bank will be at liberty to break open the said locker in the
event of non-payment of locker rent, accordingly it Is proposed to break open the Locker {as listed below)
on or after 29.06.2026 by serving this general notice and other formalities. All listed Locker Holder are
requested to adwise to visit the Branch and pay their respective due rents before the mentioned date i.e.
29.0%.2026, failing which Bank will break open the Locker on 30.06.2026 or thereafter. The charge for
break open will be borne by the renters and the Bank reserves the right to take legal action for recovery of
the same alnng, with rent arrears) other cha MEes.
5l. | Branch | Locker | Cabinet No./ | Locker Rent
No. o lsow ol Due Name & Address of Locker Holders
L. E 65 4000693211 | 30067021 |Sanjit Patnaik, Daitapara Sahi,Near Gopal Press, Puri
- Sanjay Rath, 5/o0: Umakanta Rath, Near Gopal Ballav |
2
‘; 62 | 4000721295 | 30062022 | poad Near Mochisahi Chhak, Puri
-] Bramhananda Mishra, Sidhar Mahavir Patna,
§ | T | 0070 | 30062022 | gear NCC Office, Purl-752002
Madhusmita Kanungo, At: Bramhana Pokhari
4
3 33 | 400073084 | 30062022 | pyy khanda, Puri-752002
Sujit N, Das / Sanghamitra Das, 404, Block-B, Krishna
3 g 4 e : 30052012 Apartment, Opp. ISKCON Temple, Bhubaneswar
Swarnalata Das, Plot No.: 588, Samelgadia
& 4500189689 ) o ;
g - 30062022 Mancheswar, Bhubaneswar
Mahasuar Rajalaxmi, D/o: Rabinarayana Mahasuar,
7 00 AR0GEA0 AT
sy i o C/o: Hotel Basanti, At/Po: Puri
B : E 84787 Gyana Ranjan Muduli, 5/a; Kanhu Charan Muduli,
l “; 2 19 e 0G0 Balijhara, Atharbankl, Paradeep, lagatsinghpur

Iﬂm : Bhubaneswar, Date: 12.06.2026 Authorised Officer, Indian Bank

P UJJIVAN

SMALL FINANLE BANK

the o o

| 1. Parikhita Barik

Wi Maha Mishor Bark
1. Naba Kishor Barik
Sio Sorys bani Harik

PUBLIC AUCTION NOTICE

OENR | 059-200 | Re 118 STEEEL
R S0 12| |
Hon |

nasnn

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR SALE UNDER THE SECLURTTISATICN ANC RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ALT |SARFAES ACT) 2002
READ WITH PROYESO RULE B{E) & 3 OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT)RULES 20002 Tha undersigned 35 sulhorsad officer of Ujivan Small Finance Bank Lid, has Sken possassion of
inesmrce of posers oonfismed under seciion 13(4) of the SARFAESIALT The Horowar n
e i men socourt for reslisaton of dues of the Bank will be held on " A5 15 WHERE IS BASES ™ and " AS 15 WHAT 5 BASIS™ on e date a5 prescrbad as hers under

Date and

IRSPECERIN
.;i the
property

03-07-2008
L]

and public & e are informesd hat pubiic auction of the morgaos propety in
T i o

¥l E-Auction | sobs

Re.1 35000 | Re 13500~ | 21-07-2026
1000 AM

& Grape Garden, No. 27 Jrd “A' Cross, 181h Main

sAls, Bengalur H K b

nance Bank)

20-07-2076 | ENID bo b deposited |
through Demand|
Draft drawn in|
tavour of Ujjivan)

Small Finance Bank |

of Fighis Mo, 27428

| gnm%mmg A gl piere n-:i!:E:Fl resichenhial e & Buldirg acmessarng Ac. 'EMHMM* 1000 decornais | slabed ol Mowra - Janardanpur, PS5
Faipr, PS5 Mo 110, Kialian Mo, T80, Plol No. 287, under Takgl - Salipwr, Ksam - (Fhacatan, Daincl - Cullack. Boundaries: North - Saun Bamiy Bark: Soulh - Rioad over Gowl
Land: Easl - Araiahits Bari. Wl - Bical Bark Dwred by Basant D aiss Basant Kuman Bank vde regiianed Sais Deed beingno 3401, dated 25.07 1984 and woa Mutabon and Recond |

Tarmns & Condfitbons. -

and e Kalirng pawrt i Ehag B

§  Property shall bo sod ioTe h
drcratnns it.ll-l:u-rllf-“h-dr.'n-g

B Biddrg

Dads | 13-06- 2008
Mace: Ocdinha

wrwr Bankaauctona

Thee e-Aiiction i baing held on “LS IS WHERE 15", “AS IS WHAT I and “whaisver ihers 5™ BASIS"
1. Tothe best of inowledpe el inkormation of he Authormed Oficer. thare s no encumbrarce on dny property. However, the interciing badiders should make fair own irdependant irgquinss
regarding e encurmbrances, e of propertyl B3 pul on suciion and cdeme righty duss/ effecing the propsery, priof b subwmiling Fhew Bid. The e-Auclion adverissment does nol corasiule
] il el Dok chesroted B convilulie vy cormnuiTeenl oF &y FeprRseniton of [P bank. Tha property @ beeng sold wills ol e exiaiing and s srcomBrarces whalar inosm o unkncean ko
o B, T Asiforinand Officas - Socuyond Cradilor shall nof be resporaibile ey wary for any fend party clama ighia
2 1 ekl be e mesponablity of Bhe bxldery fo iripect and salishy hemssiad aboul T peasl and apeciicaton bedom subemitting the bil. The indpection of propedyien pud on auction wll be
perrTaiing i rinemied Bidanrs o wiesy a4 e oned agaral sich Drogery descriphon
1 Tha interwated Baders shal bl Sasr Bic balors e Autfonsed ofices
4. The E-Auction will be conducted throogh U
TR The bedders arn
Ky ssguld rogeaten thair namas ll":l'u Imi
wwail onling training on E-Auction from the service provider M. C1 PYT LTD, Helpline Number's-
Auction portal s HETPS s bankeauchons. com
bt tacider | lorod
i dearmod fecetiay |

= 1

{ione day halore e fucton dals 88 mantonad abave
Small Finance Bank approved E-awcton service provides - Mis C1 India PYT LTD. Contact person - Mr Prabhakaran (Mo, No:
o winit hitps.www bankesuctions. com or Hh;fmwm infe-auctions for the details of lhe

£eem theair umar-sd and password frea of coat
1818824.23 30 support smad id - supportfibankeauctions.com |

1 o acomplance of P bid by e secured croditor | g Lijivan Small Finarce Bank Lid. Mowsrer, the undersigned has the abeoiis
Athoraaed officer haa Se decrelon o accepl oF reject any affer Tancar sttt ML Aty aan
6  The Enmast Money Depost (EMD) of e secoossiul bidkder sbail be retaingd iowarty part sl condiderafion ard the EMD of unsuccesshul baidars shall be refunded. Tha Eamasl Money
Dapomil nhal rol bear sy intereal The socemssiul biddar srall huve 1 dapout 25% of e sale price, adiusting tha EMD alraady pard, within 24 houn of e scespbines of bed prcs by e
Aushornad Oficer ac) e Balgnce T of e sl proo on of before 158 day of wain or within such acierced paniod in ANy Cane Aol g
oiply B T SAcrelor 5 T Auiconaed Mewd Ficais of dedal v paryrmard By e tudieiatyl vcicker [ Aot sifeddy Sepoaiad By e affer iFad Se lalse o Be lorfdibed and progerty dhal
B ot i) reeBuctin aed i Selauming Forchater shail Paved o Clairmy’ Agid in resoect of progerty! smowunt
T The publicaton s subpect io the loroe major clagse
i i st o showid B pvcicied i tha balders own nleres! a3 nethar he Ujsan Small France Bars ner Sarvice prowicer will Be responaible for ary lapsaifslured intemet
Falurarpownr badure o | n crder i ward-off such cordngend stuatiors Bicidars are requaniod o maks all recessary arrargamants | allerralves $uch aa povesr supply Dack-up sic. 5o Mhal
Hrry e Al i civturmeled Sch wluaBon snd ahe abbe b parteinate n e suction weoasslully
Thes s also a notece 1o th sbave-named borrowsieGuarantonr s Mortgagors about pubisc sucthon 1cheduled for sale ol morigaged properthes.

in e webade
hicldars may

N MErE a8 agreed upon N wWalng Oy and

Sdi- Autharized Officer
Upgivan Smail Finance Bank

epaper.thestatesman.com
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